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SommeCentenary

Council rule out
homes scheme
wildlife survey

A A40 OXFORD:

Work to upgrade the
Cutteslowe and
Wolvercote

t

roundabouts. Lanes
will be reduced on
the approaches to
each roundabout
and on the
roundabouts
themselves. Expect
major delays in the
area and on routes
into these
roundabouts. If your
journey normally
takes your through
either junction you
are advised to
consider other
routes or travel
options. Restrictions
on First Turn,
Wolvercote off
Woodstock Road
due to works by
Network Rail will
also be in place
meaning all traffic
using Woodstock
Road will have to
travel through the
roundabouts. Work
due to be completed
by November 2016.

LATE DUTY CHEMISTS
Until 5pm

Boswell's,

Leys Pharmacy,
Cowley Road;

Iii Follow us
l!J @theoxfordmail

Andy
Ffrench
affrench@nqo.com

B

OYS and staff at
Christ Church
Cathedral School
attended a special
assembly yesterday to
mark 100 years since the
first day of the Battle of
the Somme.

ROADWORKS
A A41 BICESTER:

Like us at
facebook.com/oxfordmail

Memorials honour the

PLANS to build houses on the last green
field separating a quiet neighbourhood
from a 1,500-home development have
been speeded up.
Council officers told the owners of Uncle
Tom's Field in Charlton, Wantage, they will
not need to carry out an environmental
impact assessment before building 80
homes on it.
Vale of White Horse District Council said
the potential impact on wildlife,
surrounding roads and the character of
the area would not be significant enough
to justify the survey.
That will make the proces$ of applying
for planning permission quicker and
easier. The 2.3 hectare square is the only
green space separating homes from what
will become the massive Crab Hill
development, surrounding Charlton to the
north and east.
The proposal of the design was
submitted to Vale by Abingdon planning
agency Kemp&Kemp on behalf of the
owners, seeking to determine whether an
assessment would be needed.
Principle planner Robert Froud-Williams
said he was making the application on
behalf of "Mrs Barker and Mr Smith".

Temporary signs and
road markings have
been installed in
response to the
newly opened
Tesco. The left slip
lane has effectively
been removed and
traffic turning left
from the A41 south
now has to give way
to traffic on the
roundabout (like a
normal roundabout
arrangement). These
temporary measures
will remain in place
until the traffic
management is put
in place for the work
to the A41
roundabout in
association with
Bicester Village
expansion over next
few months.

oxford·mail.co.uk/news

PAYING THEIR RESPECTS: Pupils at Christ Church Cathedral School attending a special service
Pictures: Jon Lewis
to commemorate the Battle of the Somme

The Cathedral Choristers,
Worcester Choristers and
Senior Choir sang together, and
Year 8 Cathedral Choristers
George Nicholls and Nicholas
Platt sang Is My Team
Ploughing?by George
Butterworth, a music teacher
from Radley College who was
killed at the Somme.
Introducing the service at
Christ Church Cathedral Dr
Robin Harskin, deputy head
(academic) at CCCS, who is
taking 38 pupils to visit the
Somme battlefields later this
month, said: "Today we are
reflecting on the past, and
trying to learn the lessons, so
we do everything we can to
prevent war and to live in peace
and friendship with all the
nations of this beautiful and
fragile earth.
"So by commemorating, we
are remembering, we are
paying our respects, we are
giving thanks, and we are
hoping to learn."
Headmaster Richard Murray
added: "Despite its great
importance, the first day of the
Battle of the Somme 100 years
ago today can seem very remote
to our children, brought up as
they are in a country of
affluence and peace. It is one of
the most important tasks of
education to enable young
people to understand what
happened in the past.
"We decided therefore to
engage our pupils in a way
which would make a lasting
impression on them."
Nicholas Platt, 13, from
Oxford, a Christ Church
Cathedral Chorister, said:
"Music is incredibly good for

TASK: Christ Church Cathedral School
headmaster Richard Murray

describing people's emotions.
"Even though George
Butterworth died 100 years ago
on the Somme we can listen. to
his music today."
Fellow Cathedral Chorister
Isaac Payne, 11, from Oxford,
added: "The music made me
think about the men dying and
how they didn't know they were
going to die."
William Wark, 11, from
Oxford, said: "Today we learnt
about how young men in the
First World War would lie about
their age so they could join up
they thought they were going to
come home as heroes."
Back at school, the boys spent
the rest of the day learning
about the Somme through
sessions of art, poetry, and
history, and their lunch came in
the form of a Red Cross Parcel,
containing chocolate,
evaporated milk and meat
including spam.
Sophie Biddell, director of
music at the prep school for
boys, said: "The whole school
community felt it was
important to remember the
tragedy of July 1, 1916.
"I have been tremendously
impressed by the boys'
sensitivity in dealing with this
difficult subject."

It is one of the most
important tasks of
education to enable
·young people to
understand what
happened in the
past
· Richard Murray

'Sp·irit of reconciliation and respect', says Charles
SENIOR royals and politicians
have led tributes to the dead of the
Battle of the Somme on the 100th
anniversary of the bloodiest day in
British military history.

1916. A two-minute silence ended at
7.30am, the time when the
British, Commonwealth
and French forces
went "over the top"

Friday's commemoration in France,
Prince Charles wrote that
"their sacrifice and
suffering will never be
foraotten".

Commonwealth and from France.
"We remember, too, the men from
Germany who fought and fell in this
most futile of conflicts. Their
oerseverance and couraoe when

