
Friday 18th March 2022 

Dear Parents, 

 

It has been an odd few days sitting at home corresponding with the School via phone and 

computer, while knowing that the colourful life of the place has been going on. Indeed, I was 

momentarily panicked when I glanced at the Newsletter proofs this evening when it looked as if 

the School had been taken over by superheroes, but I quickly recognised some familiar faces 

behind the costumes! 

 

At any rate, it reminded me of the wonderful gift that freedom is, freedom to come and go as we 

wish, freedom to enjoy the spring in Oxford, to see the March sunlight shine upon the honey-

coloured walls. Those who are self-isolating do not have this freedom, temporarily, but those in 

places such as Ukraine where wars rage, are seeing their freedoms being taken away from them 

for the foreseeable future, they are seeing their cities pulverised, their communications disrupted, 

indeed their very way of life destroyed. Those of us who are fortunate enough to live in Oxford 

or nearby should constantly remind ourselves of our good fortune. There is a great deal about 

the present moment which is challenging ð prices are rising rapidly, there is a war, Coronavirus 

has unsettled so much, but there is so much to be thankful for and every day that I wait on 

Brewer Street and see the excitement of so many of the pupils, some running to get to school, 

others delighted to see their friends, one realises that it is our duty as a school to ensure that we 

provide a place of stability and hope, of optimism and moral value for our pupils.  

 

One of the advantages about having to self-isolate was that I was able to listen to ôThought for 

the Dayõ on Radio 4. Today, it was presented by someone for whom I have great admiration and 

whom I was privileged to meet, the former Bishop of Oxford, Richard Harries.  He always speaks 

with quiet authority and todayõs three minute talk was no exception. I would heartily commend it 

to you. ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦōōŎΦŎƻΦǳƪκǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎκǇллǎȊȄǾс. Richard spoke of the importance of 

truth, particularly at a time of war.  He said òTruth is essential to a civilised life.ó Truth is always 

the first casualty in a totalitarian state because it is the most dangerous thing to the survival of 

such a regime. I think one of the most important purposes of a school is to teach pupils the 

importance of truth, that life is about being truthful and that there are truths beyond dispute. We 

are doing what we can to support the people of Ukraine in practical ways, by raising money and 

collecting supplies, and we will continue to do this. But we must also play our part in maintaining 

a world which understands the value of truth. 

 

On Tuesday, just before my ôexileõ, I attended the Pre-Prep Concert, which was a wonderful  

event. Indeed, I heard one teacher say that it was the first Pre-Prep Concert for three years. 

There were a huge number of people playing ð all did so with enthusiasm and skill. I asked all 

those people in the audience to meet again in the Walton Hall in six years time when our Form 

2s will be Form 8s and our Form 1 boys, Form 7s - judging by what we heard on Tuesday, it is 

going to be some concert! Put it in your diaries now... 

 

Mr Murray 

Headmaster 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szxv6


Hilary 2022  

Monday 21st - Sunday 27th March  

MONDAY 21 

10.00 - 12.00 

3.30 - 4.30 

4.00 - 5.00 

4.10 - 5.00 

 

Forms 3 & 4 trip to Oxford Botanic Gardens 

After School Chess Club (Forms 3 & 4)  

After School Football Club (Pre-Prep) (Merton Field)  

After School Ancient Greek Club (Forms 7 & 8) 

TUESDAY 22 

2.30 

4.00 - 5.00 

4.30 - 6.30 

 

Forms 3 & 4 Concert (WWH) 

After School Tennis Club (Pre-Prep) (WWH) 

Pre-Prep Parentsõ Evening (online) 

WEDNESDAY 23 

2.30 

2.30 

2.30 

2.30 

3.30 - 4.30 

 

U13 A v APS (Away) 

U13 B v APS (Home) 

Colts A v APS (Home) 

Colts B v APS (Away) 

After School Chess Club (Form 2)  

THURSDAY 24 

2.00 

3.15 

3.15 

4.00 - 5.00 

 

School Play dress rehearsals (Forms 5 - 8) 

U9 A & B v APS (Away) 

U8 A & B v APS (Home) 

After School Football Club (Forms 3 - 5) (Merton Field) 

FRIDAY 25 

 

8.25 

 

4.15 - 5.15 

 

6.30 

 
 

 

Cathedral Assembly, Pre-Prep Mothering Sunday Celebration 

 

After School Football Club (Forms 6 - 8) (Merton Field) 

 

School Play (WWH) 

CC: IN 

SATURDAY 26 

1.30 

6.30 

 

CC: Friends Concert (Chapter House) 

School Play (WWH) 

SUNDAY 27 The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

CCCS School Play Rehearsals  
 

Sunday rehearsal from 10.00 am -  3.00 pm. NR  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCCS  

 

Superheros  

 

and Red Noses... 


